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FULL PARISH & FINANCE MEETING OF COTTINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE, 9 THE COTTAGES, COTTINGHAM
7:00PM ON THURSDAY 20TH APRIL 2023
PRESENT:
Councillors: Abel (Chairman), Moore, Cantrell, Kemp, Casson, Jump, Kind, Green, Medini & Duke


Deputy Clerk: Pape


16 members of the public present/4 members of the public via zoom
Cllr Abel expressed her dismay regarding the abuse she has received over the past few months from members of the public on social media, Cllr Abel has reported this to the police. Cllr Abel also stressed that the Parish Council Facebook page was only for the office to inform the public with information regarding the Parish Council, not for the public to make derogatory comments.

3652
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Casson declared a non-pecuniary interest in the grant application for Friends of Hallgate School
3653    TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.
3654   TO RECEIVE LOCAL POLICING REPORT
3654.1   In advance of the meeting the Deputy Clerk had distributed the recent crime stats to Cllrs.
3654.2   PCSO Mike Dale provided an overview of recent crime statistics for the village. Cllr Cantrell enquired if the recent issues with the reporting system had been resolved. Cllr Green asked for confirmation that there had been no private meetings between representatives of the Police and election candidates, PSCO Dale was unable to clarify this.
3655   PUBLIC SESSION (10 MINUTE OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC PRESENT TO RAISE MATTERS)

Members of the public raised questions, answered by Councillors, regarding Youth Provision in the village.
3656    TO CONFIRM, ADOPT, AND SIGN THE MINUTES/NOTES

3656.1    Events Working Party meeting held on 6th March 2023
3656.2    Full Parish & Finance meeting held on 16th March 2023
3656.3    Allotments Committee meeting held on 31st March 2023
3656.4    Planning Committee meeting held on 14th March 2023

3656.5    Planning Committee meeting held on 4th April 2023


Resolved: That all minutes/notes be adopted as a true record 

3657    TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE COUNCIL, REVIEW BUDGET AND APPROVE MARCH PAYMENTS
3638.1   In advance of the meeting the Deputy Clerk had circulated details of the financial position of the Council. Cllr Kind commended the Deputy Clerk for her hard work over the past 9 months.
 Resolved: On a unanimous vote the schedules showing receipts and payments made during the month of March 2023 were approved
Resolved: Cllrs confirmed sight of the monthly bank reconciliations
3658     TO DISCUSS GRANT REQUESTS
3658.1   Friends of Hallgate Primary School

An application of £6000 had been submitted towards the costs of their new outdoor/playtime equipment project. A representative of the Friends of Hallgate Primary School was in attendance and answered Cllrs questions, the £6000 grant was approved.

Resolved: £6000 grant approved

3658.2   Cottingham Lawn Tennis Club

An application of £4500 had been submitted to meet the costs of materials required to replace the court boundary netting on four courts. A representative of the Cottingham Lawn Tennis Club was in attendance and answered Cllrs questions, the £4500 grant was approved.
Resolved: £4500 grant approved

3658.3    Whilst both grants were approved, Cllrs discussed that the total of both grants had already taken a large proportion of the allocated grant budget for the 2023/2024 financial year. Cllrs discussed increasing the precept request yearly to accommodate grant request funding.
3659
TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON MEMORIAL GARDENS
3659.1   Cllr Duke informed Cllrs that 5 tons of topsoil had been added to the central circle and thanked those who had volunteered their time to help lay the soil, protective timber and plastic had also been placed around the existing tree in the centre of the circle. Cllr Duke had also weeded the circle and applied nutrients to the soil.
3659.2   A further discussion took place regarding the planting of the central circle, unfortunately red, white and blue plants, as discussed previously, had been unobtainable. Cllr Abel had organised for a local firm to undertake the planting, this had taken place on 18th April, and stated that the grass was due to be cut on 21st April

3659.3    Cllr Duke enquired if Cllr Abel had contacted the British Legion to ask for their assistance in repairing the current plaques, Cllr Abel informed Cllrs that after speaking with the Chairman of the British Legion she was informed that they were unable to undertake the work and had advised a professional sign painter be hired – Parish Office to obtain quotes

Resolved:  Parish Office to obtain quotes

3660
TO DISCUSS INSURANCE RENEWAL
3660.1 The Deputy Clerk informed Cllrs the insurance was due for renewal on 12th May 2023, quotes from 3 companies were yet to be obtained, this due to the office awaiting the revaluation costs of both the Parish Office and 7/8 Market Green. The Deputy Clerk distributed to Cllrs a list of the key items currently covered with proposed levels of cover for the renewal policy, the Deputy Clerk answered questions from Cllrs. As the policy is due for renewal prior to the next Full Parish & Finance meeting, Cllrs gave authority for the Deputy Clerk to take out the most suitable 3-year policy once quotes have been received.
Resolved: Deputy Clerk to take out 3-year insurance policy
3661    REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

There was nothing to report.
3662    TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM ERYC WARD COUNCILLORS

There was nothing to report.
3663    TO DISCUSS RECEIVED CORRESPONDENCE

3663.1   Cllr Abel informed Cllrs that members of the Cottingham Lights team had installed the bunting along Hallgate and King Street, the Parish Council would pay for the hire of the cherry picker as previously agreed.
3663.2   Cllr Abel informed Cllrs that a path to the Jubilee bench was due to be laid on 23rd April 2023
3663.3   Cllr Abel informed Cllrs she had met with Paul Palmer, ERYC Project Manager (Grounds & Forestry), to discuss the installation of the Coronation bench in Abbot’s Walk. Paul had agreed to also place the 4 benches removed from Grandad’s Park in 2022 to Abbot’s Walk, this will provide additional seating for residents.

3663.4   Cllr Abel informed Cllrs that Cllr Kemp had visited the local independent businesses with the Coronation Best Dressed Window Shop Frontage Competition entry forms, whilst the closing date for applications had been 3rd April the office had been contacted on 20th April by a trader wishing to enter. Cllrs agreed the trader be entered into the competition and for the Parish Office to readvertise the competition on the Parish Facebook page and website.
3664    MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING (DISCUSSION ITEMS ONLY)

3664.1   Cllr Casson thanked fellow Cllrs who were stepping down from their roles at the upcoming election for their service over the past few years.

3664.2   Cllr Duke requested that the summer planting of the Memorial Gardens be discussed at the next meeting, the Deputy Clerk informed Cllrs that as 2023 was an election year (as per the Parish Council Standing Orders), that there were already 22 items to be discussed at the meeting in May. Cllr Green suggested the Annual Parish Meeting commence at 6pm on Thursday 18th May, the Full Parish & Finance meeting will follow at 6.30pm, Cllrs were in agreement.


Items for next agenda:

To discuss summer planting of Memorial Gardens
To discuss election year agenda items
Exclusion of the Public: The Council will decide if, due to the confidential nature of the business to be conducted, it is advisable that the public and press be excluded at this point.

The public left the meeting. 
3665    TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON STAFFING ISSUES

3665.1   Cllr Green informed Cllrs the role of Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer had been readvertised, interviews had taken place to recruit a Clerk/RFO, the most suitable candidate had requested they work 15hrs per week (normal working days Tuesday & Thursday). The Committee had asked the current Deputy Clerk if she would be willing to fulfil the role of Clerk/RFO for 22 hrs per week, with her remaining 15hrs per week continuing with Deputy Clerk duties, to which she had agreed. New contracts to be signed with the new roles taking effect week commencing 1st May 2023. This was unanimously agreed by Council, updated contracts to be signed by staff and the Chair of Personnel. Cllr Green also thanked the Deputy Clerk for her hard work in ensuring the continued functionality of the office over the past 9 months.
Resolved: Clerk/RFO duties to be shared with effect from w/c 1st May 2023. Updated contracts to be signed by staff and the Chair of Personnel
3665.2   Cllrs discussed the possibility of hiring an additional member of staff for 15 hrs per week, the role would be a Town Centre and Events Officer, for a fixed term of 24 months. The Deputy Clerk informed Cllrs that a grant application could be submitted to East Riding Council to meet 50% of the salary, the deadline for submission was 30th April 2023. Cllrs agreed a grant application be submitted; the role will be advertised if funding approved.

Resolved: Parish Office to submit funding application to ERYC

3665.3   Cllr Green informed Cllrs that in previous years, as detailed in the staff contracts, that staff were expected to attend both Cottingham Day and the Cottingham Christmas Festival with the staff being compensated for this work with extra time off over the Christmas and New Year period when the office is closed.

Cllr Green proposed the office close on Thursday 21st December 2023 and reopen on   Wednesday 3rd January 2024, Cllrs agreed.

Resolved: Office to close for the Christmas break on Thursday 21st December 2023 and reopen on Wednesday 3rd January 2024
There was no other business and the Meeting closed at 8:40pm
Signed ……………….……………………………………. Chairman of the Cottingham Parish Council
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