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FULL PARISH & FINANCE MEETING OF COTTINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE, 9 THE COTTAGES, COTTINGHAM
7:00PM ON THURSDAY 19th JANUARY 2023
PRESENT:
Councillors: Abel (Chairman), Moore, Cantrell, Kemp, Knight, Green, Casson, Jump, Medini & Kind 


Deputy Clerk: Pape


ERNLLCA Officer: Tom Clay


5 members of the public present/5 members of the public via zoom



3591
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
3592    TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES
Apologies received from Cllr Duke
Resolved: Apologies accepted

3593   TO RECEIVE LOCAL POLICING REPORT
3593.1   Recent crime statistics had been circulated to Cllrs in advance of the meeting.
3593.2   In the absence of a PCSO Cllr Jump informed Cllrs of the following:

The Cottingham Pub Watch scheme has been reenergised.
Recent CCTV issues have been resolved (Cllr Abel confirmed she had assisted the Police in this matter).
The Police are planning a further cycle marking session.

The Police will be collaborating with local schools.

The Police will visit the local Traveller’s sites twice yearly.

The Police are aware of the buildings offering warm spaces/food bank opening times.

3594   PUBLIC SESSION (10 MINUTE OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC PRESENT TO RAISE MATTERS)

Members of the public raised questions, answered by Councillors, regarding local organisations being involved in Cottingham Day, a request to change the name of the Memorial Gardens to Queen Elizabeth 11 Memorial Gardens and the location of the Jubilee Bench
3595   TO CONFIRM, ADOPT, AND SIGN THE MINUTES/NOTES

3595.1    Allotments Committee meeting held on 28th October 2022
3595.2    Planning Committee meeting held on 1st November 2022
3595.3    Events Working Party meeting held on 7th November 2022
3595.4    Full Parish Council meeting held on 17th November 2022

3595.5    Planning Committee meeting held on 22nd November 2022

3595.6    Events Working Party meeting held on 28th November 2022

3595.7    Planning Committee meeting held on 13th December 2022


Resolved: That all minutes/notes be adopted as a true record 

3596    TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE COUNCIL, APPROVE NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022 PAYMENTS AND AGREE BUDGET/PRECEPT FOR THE 2023/2024 FINANCIAL YEAR
3596.1   In advance of the meeting the Deputy Clerk had circulated details of the financial position of the Council. Cllr Medini queried why the payments to office cleaners differed, the Deputy Clerk explained 2 different cleaners had been used, with their hourly rate and length of work in the office differing.
 Resolved: On a unanimous vote the schedules showing receipts and payments made during the months of November and December 2022 were approved
3577.2   A draft budget/proposed precept for 2023/2024 had been circulated to Cllrs in advance of the meeting, this was explained in further detail by Tom Clay, ERNLLCA Executive Officer, who answered Cllr’s questions. Cllr Cantrell stated that the informal meeting held on 13th December 2022, attended by some Cllrs and Tom Clay, had been most informative.  Cllrs agreed that the Band D equivalent property be increased from £24.10 in 2022/2023 to £25.53 in 2023/24. This is an increase of approximately 5.93% or £1.43 more per annum. Cllr Abel wished it to be minuted that she opposed the increase.
Resolved: Precept for 2023/2024 for a Band D equivalent property be increased to £25.53 in 2023/24.
3597     TO RECEIVE UPDATE RE SHOPS SELLING DOG WASTE BAGS
3597.1    It was acknowledged that a survey of the local shops was yet to be undertaken.
3598
TO DISCUSS A CELERBRATION RE THE CORONATION OF KING CHARLES 3RD
3598.1   Cllrs discussed how to mark the Coronation. Ideas suggested by Cllrs included a shop frontage competition, street party, bunting, light show and local primary school children being gifted commemorative bookmarks/mugs/coins/pencils/erasers.  Cllr Abel informed Cllrs that ERYC were launching a small grant fund for the Coronation on 1st February 2023, maximum grant available £500. The grant can only be applied for by Parish & Town Councils based in the East Riding.
It was agreed the Parish Council organise a shop frontage competition with the allocated prizes being the same as the Queen’s Jubilee Competition of 2022 – 1st place £150, 2nd place £75, 3rd place £25.
Resolved: Parish Office to organise shop frontage competition
3599
TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON BLUE PLAQUE
3580.1   The Deputy Clerk distributed quotes from 3 companies regarding ordering a blue plaque to commemorate the life of Barbara Buttrick, Pioneer of Women’s boxing, who used to reside in Cottingham. Cllrs agreed an aluminium plaque be ordered with the text in Times Roman Numeral font. The plaque to be the same size of existing blue plaques erected in the village, Cllr Casson will confirm the sizing, Parish Office to place order. Cllr Kemp enquired who would install the plaque, Cllr Casson confirmed he will undertake the installation.
Resolved: Parish Office to order aluminium plaque, Cllr Casson to install
3600   
 TO DISCUSS MEMORIAL GARDENS/MOVING FORWARD
3600.1   Cllrs agreed to defer this item to the next Full Parish & Finance meeting of 16th February 2023
Resolved: Item deferred to next meeting
3601
TO DISCUSS PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE
3601.1   Cllr Cantrell stated she found the website difficult to navigate and felt the website could be better utilised as a local information hub. Cllr Green stated that once current staffing issues are resolved the website will be refreshed
3602    TO DISCUSS NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
3602.1   Cllr Cantrell informed Cllrs she had unsuccessfully attempted to contact PC Sasha Sturdy, Humberside Police, to discuss Neighbourhood Watch issues.
3602.2   Cllr Jump informed Cllrs she, along with 3 other attendees, had recently taken part in a Neighbourhood watch meeting at KGV. This had been poorly attended, and a suggestion was made by Cllr Jump to speak with PC Sasha Sturdy at the Community Speed Watch meeting scheduled for 3rd February 2023. Cllr Jump also suggested Maureen Yates, ERYC Community & Crime Reduction Resilience Officer, be invited to this meeting – Cllr Abel will contact Maureen
3603    TO DISCUSS EVENT SCALE OF CHARGES FOR SHOP TRADERS
3603.1 Following a discussion with representatives of local independent traders, Cllrs agreed that the independent shops should not pay the £50 fee to keep their shop frontage clear on Cottingham Day or the Cottingham Christmas Festival. Cllr Medini suggested inviting the trader representatives to a future Events Working Party meeting
Cllr Kind joined the meeting at 7:50pm
Resolved: Cottingham independent traders to have £50 shop frontage reservation fee waived for Cottingham Day and Cottingham Christmas Festival
3604    TO DISCUSS SOCIAL EVENING
3604.1 Cllr Abel informed Cllrs that the last social evening planned for 2020 was cancelled due to Covid-19. Cllrs agreed that the next social evening should not take place prior to the May 2023 Parish elections.
Cllr Abel informed Cllrs that the purpose of the social evening was to invite 2 representatives from local organisations to meet Parish Councillors. The evening is arranged by Cllrs (not the Parish Office) and usually takes 3 to 4 months to organise. In previous years Cllr Abel has prepared the food for this event, Cllr Kemp suggested local businesses could provide food to help promote their establishments.
3604.2 Cllr Medini suggested the name of the Social Evening be amended to “Community Evening”, however Cllr Abel stressed this event is for two invited guests only from local organisations, it not a public event
3605    TO DISCUSS EARLY DAY MOTION 611
3605.1   The Deputy Clerk distributed the following Motion Text:
“That this House expresses its support and appreciation for local community, parish and town councils which are the first tier of local government in England and Wales and play a vital role in our communities; notes with concern that whilst the vast majority of local councils are well run, there remain behavioural issues in a small minority of councils and by members of the public which involve bullying, intimidation and harassment of both councillors and their staff, as confirmed through a dedicated Civility and Respect project led by the National Association of Local Councils (NALC), Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC), One Voice Wales (OVW), county associations of local councils, and also highlighted by the Association of Local Council Clerks (ALCC); further notes with concern this is leading to councillors and staff leaving the sector and is creating difficulties in recruiting to those roles; and calls on the Government to re-visit its response to the Committee on Standards in Public Life report on local government ethical standards and introduce the report’s recommendations in full including tougher sanctions such as suspension for poorly behaving councillors.”

3605.2   Cllr Abel invited former employee Mr M Kay, to give details of the processes of an Early Day Motion, using his parliamentary experience. Cllrs agreed David Davis, MP, be asked to sign the motion.

Resolved: Parish Office to contact David Davis
3606    TO DISCUSS PARISH COUNCIL SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNICATION
3606.1 Cllr Casson stated that the Parish Council social media outlets should only be used to notify, and not engage with, the public. Cllr Jump stated that staff should be clear on how to respond, if at all, to the public on social media, this should form part of staff job descriptions.
3607     TO DISCUSS UPDATES TO STANDING ORDERS REGARDING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT MEETINGS
3607.1   Cllrs agreed members of the public be requested to submit questions they would have like to be answered within the 10-minute public session, these to be sent one week prior to the meeting. This would give Cllrs sufficient time to research answers from the mail forwarded to them from the Parish Office. Questions will be dealt with in the order received in the office. Parish Office to specify this on the Parish Council website and Facebook page.
Resolved: Members of the public to submit questions one week prior to meetings

3607.2 Cllr Casson suggested when a Cllr is voted in as Parish Chairman at the AGM, following the 2-year period they step down for a year. Cllr Abel informed Cllrs that although the Chairman is voted in for a 2-year term they still have to be voted in each year by Council at the AGM. Cllr Abel stated that in the past Cllrs had been unwilling to put themselves forward for the role of Chairman. Cllrs agreed Standing Orders be amended to state that following a 2-year period as Chairman, they will step down for 1 year at which time another vote will take place at the AGM to allow for any Cllrs wanting to put themselves forward. Cllr Medini suggested this be an agenda item for the New Council following the May 2023 elections.

Resolved: Standing Orders to be amended
3607.3   Cllr Knight tendered her resignation from the Parish Council with Cllrs thanking her for her hard work since she was elected.
3608    TO DISCUSS UTLILITY BILLS PRICING
3608.1 The Deputy Clerk informed Cllrs that the current fixed rate gas and electric billing for the office/Millennium Clock ends on 30th September 2023, the existing deal could not be withdrawn early as this is only permissible if a business ceases trading, moves premises or changes tenancy. British Gas Lite have offered a 2-year fixed price commencing 1st October 2023, these charges being lower than the existing deal currently in place:

Current Price until 30.9.22                            New Price Offered from 1.10.22.

Gas                                         £1689

           £1175

Electric                                   £1194                          £901

Electric (Millennium Clock)  £799

           £608

Cllrs agreed the Parish Office confirm the 2-year fixed rate deal with effect from 1.10.23.

Resolved: Parish Office to confirm 2-year deal with British Gas Lite
3609    REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS


There was nothing to report.

3610     TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM ERYC WARD COUNCILLORS

3610.1 Cllr Mathieson informed Cllrs the electric charging point outside the Civic Hall on Market Green would remain permanently.
3610.2 Cllr Mathieson informed Cllrs that an additional two disabled parking bays had been installed in the Co-Op car park.

3610.3 Cllr Mathieson informed Cllrs that the Home Office had withdrawn plans to house Asylum seekers within the Lawns complex

3610.4 Cllr Mathieson informed Cllrs there had been calls for the Lawns to be delisted.

3611    TO DISCUSS RECEIVED CORRESPONDENCE

3611.1 The Deputy Clerk distributed copies of the Asset Inspection Reports for each ward and requested Cllrs complete the reports and return them to the office by 10th February 2023.

3612    TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON GDPR AND POLICIES

3612.1 Cllr Abel informed Cllrs representatives from the ERYC Information Governance Team would be attending a pre–Full Parish meeting (this meeting is not open to the public) at 5.30pm on Thursday 16th February 2023 – training will be provided to staff and Cllrs to ensure robust policies and procedures are adopted by the Parish Council.
Cllrs Knight & Moore left the meeting at 9:00pm

3613     MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING (DISCUSSION ITEMS ONLY)


3613.1  Cllr Jump suggested a video doorbell could be installed in the office


3613.2 Cllr Kind informed Cllrs he had received complaints from residents regarding the poor state of grass/pavements in the Ingelmire Lane area, this was due to the laying of cables. Cllr Green informed Cllrs she had requested bollards for this area to help alleviate such issues in the future.

3613.3 Cllr Abel distributed a confidential letter sent from a previous employee and asked Cllrs to read the letter during the meeting due to confidentiality.

Items for next agenda:

To discuss Memorial Gardens

Exclusion of the Public: The Council will decide if, due to the confidential nature of the business to be conducted, it is advisable that the public and press be excluded at this point


The public left the meeting.
3614    TO CONFIRM, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES/NOTES



3614.1 Personnel Committee Meeting held on 22nd November 2022


3614.2 Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 30th November 2022

That all minutes/notes be adopted as a true record 


3615    TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON STAFFING ISSUES

3615.1   Cllr Green provided Cllrs with a comprehensive timeline regarding staffing issues arising since August 2022

There was no other business and the Meeting closed at 9:30pm
Signed ……………….……………………………………. Chairman of the Cottingham Parish Council
The Parish Council Office: 9 The Cottages, Market Green, Cottingham, East Yorkshire HU16 5QG

Tel:01482 847623    E-mail :deputyclerk@cottinghamcouncil.org
Website:  www.cottinghamparishcouncil.org.uk

Chairman: Councillor Ann Abel    Tel: 01482 875489 Deputy Clerk: Nicola Pape   

