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FULL PARISH & FINANCE MEETING OF COTTINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE, 9 THE COTTAGES, COTTINGHAM
7:00PM ON THURSDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2022
PRESENT:
Councillors: Abel (Chairman), Moore, Cantrell, Kemp, Knight, Green, Casson, Jump, Medini, Kind & Duke  


Deputy Clerk: Pape


PCSO: Mike Dale


ERNLLCA Officer: Tom Clay


15 members of the public present/1 member of the public via zoom



3572
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest
3573   TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES
There were no apologies
3574   TO RECEIVE LOCAL POLICING REPORT
3574.1   Recent crime statistics had been circulated to Cllrs in advance of the meeting
3574.2   PCSO Mike Dale provided an overview of the crime statistics and answered questions from Cllrs and public

3575   PUBLIC SESSION (10 MINUTE OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC PRESENT TO RAISE MATTERS)

Members of the public raised questions, answered by Councillors, regarding the local plan, leakage of information in 2021, social media and staffing
3576   TO CONFIRM, ADOPT, AND SIGN THE MINUTES/NOTES

3576.1    Events Working Party meeting held on 26th September 2022
3576.2    Full Parish Council meeting held on 13th October 2022

Resolved: That all minutes/notes be adopted as a true record 

3577    TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE COUNCIL, REVIEW BUDGET, RECEIVE UPDATE ON INTERNAL AUDIT AND APPROVE OCTOBER PAYMENTS

3577.1   In advance of the meeting the Deputy Clerk had circulated details of the financial position of the Council
 Resolved: On a unanimous vote the schedules showing receipts and payments made during the month of October were approved
3577.2   A draft budget for 2023/2024 had been circulated to Cllrs in advance of the meeting, this was explained in further details by Tom Clay, ERNLLCA Executive Officer, who answered Cllr’s questions. Cllr Green suggested an informal “away day” be arranged for Cllrs to discuss ideas to be included in the 2023/2024 budget, Tom Clay confirmed he would attend said meeting. Cllrs agreed the informal meeting be arranged; Cllr Abel informed Cllrs budget suggestions could be discussed but not agreed at an informal meeting
Resolved: Parish Office to arrange meeting

3577.3   The Deputy Clerk informed Cllrs the recent internal audit had gone well and advised Cllrs of recommendations from the auditor. Cllrs Medini & Green wished it to be minuted with thanks to the Deputy Clerk for all her hard work in ensuring the success of the audit. Cllrs approved the recommendations of the auditor
3578     TO DISCUSS MEMORIAL GARDENS
3578.1    At a previous meeting Cllr Duke informed Cllrs he had undertaken a survey of the Memorial Gardens and put forward his observations. Tom Clay, ERNLLCA Executive Officer, advised Cllrs that 3 quotes should be sought for any contract for works to be carried out, any Cllr submitting a quote for any paid work for the Parish Council must be declare an interest when under discussion. Cllr Cantrell enquired who the existing contractors were and what this covered. Cllrs agreed to review the contracts for 2023
3579
TO DISCUSS GRANT REQUESTS
3579.1   Cottingham Village Trust applied for a grant of £11225 to ensure that free, clean, well maintained public toilets are available for residents and visitors to the village centre. Cllrs agreed the public toilets are an essential service and approved the grant. Cllr Medini proposed that for future years the cost of operating the toilets be included in the Parish Council precept request.
Cllr Abel enquired if the charge incurred by the Parish Council for the toilets to be opened on Cottingham Day and the Cottingham Christmas Festival be abolished, a representative of the Cottingham Village Trust attending the meeting confirmed the charge would still stand as the toilets are not usually open on a Sunday when these events take place
Resolved: Grant approved
3580
TO ADOPT NALC MODEL STANDING ORDERS – VERSION APRIL 2022
3580.1   The Deputy Clerk advised Cllrs that the internal auditor had recommended the NALC Model Standing Orders, version April 2022, be adopted by the Parish Council – Cllrs agreed
Resolved:  NALC Model Standing Orders, version April 2022, be adopted 
3581   
 TO DISCUSS ARRANGEMENTS OF INSPECTION REPORTS OF PARISH COUNCIL ASSETS
3581.1   The Deputy Clerk informed Cllrs that, as part of the internal audit, the Parish Council owned benches, bus shelters, litters bins and noticeboards must be inspected monthly with any necessary repairs then arranged by the Parish Office. The Deputy Clerk informed Cllrs that the internal auditor had agreed that the inspection of the notice boards could be under
taken by the HEY noticeboard volunteers
3581.2   Cllr Abel suggested that Cllrs undertake the inspections of the benches, bus shelters and litter bins in their respective wards – Parish Office to send inspection report to Cllrs for completion advising the location of these assets

Resolved: Parish Office to send inspection report to Cllrs, Cllrs to undertake inspections
3582
TO DISCUSS SALE OF DOGGY BAGS
3582.1   The Deputy Clerk informed Cllrs that the internal auditor had agreed that shops could sell the dog waste bags, the Parish Office would be required to set up a spreadsheet to note the shops involved/monies taken with a receipt being issued to the shops. It had been confirmed by the auditor that an honesty box could not be used as the doggy bags were the property of the Parish Council following their purchase
3582.2   Cllr Green suggested a survey of shops be undertaken in the New Year to ascertain if any would be interested in selling the dog waste bags
Resolved: Shops to be surveyed in the New Year
3583    TO DISCUSS FOOD BANK/FOOD PANTRY
3583.1   Cllr Abel read out the following statement from the internal auditor: 
“I can confirm that s.137 can be used by the council, if it wishes to contribute funding to the church for the specific purposes of providing a warm hub, the provision of a food kitchen or a food bank. As you are aware, however, the restriction on the council’s ability to contribute towards the fabric of the church is still in place and the council is, therefore, unable to assist the church in this way.”

3583.2   Cllr Cantrell informed Cllrs she had discussed the issue of provision of food banks/food pantries/warm spaces with the Rector of St Mary’s Church – Churches Together are working to provide provision for residents in different areas of the village. Cllr Cantrell suggested the Parish Office could be used to host a warm space offering refreshment, this could commence in January 2023 and be advertised on the Parish Council website. Cllr Medini suggested this also be advertised within the Cottingham Times
3584    TO DISCUSS HOW TO CELEBRATE THE CORONATION OF KING CHARLES 3rd
3584.1 Cllr Green proposed the Parish Council mark the coronation. Ideas suggested by Cllrs included organising a street party, ordering a bench, planting trees, installing bunting, a shop window competition and entertainment. Cllrs agreed to discuss in further detail at the next meeting in January
Resolved: Coronation to be discussed in further detail at the next meeting in January
3585    REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

There was nothing to report
3586     TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM WARD COUNCILLORS
3586.1   Cllr Mathieson gave details of the Government Levelling Up Fund/match funding on the High Street Recovery funding

3586.2   Cllr Mathieson informed Cllrs that ERYC library buildings will be used as warm banks providing games, jigsaws and drinks
3586.3   Cllr Mathieson informed Cllrs of Planning variations for the building development on Park Lane

3586.4 Cllr Mathieson informed Cllrs on the recent Local Plan review 

3586.5 Cllr Medini provided details of the Cost-of-Living Grants available via ERYC
3587    TO DISCUSS RECEIVED CORRESPONDENCE

3587.1 Cllr Abel distributed to Cllrs a copy of a letter sent to the Parish Council by some local traders relating to the Cottingham Christmas Festival. Cllr Abel had discussed the concerns raised in the letter with the traders. Cllr Cantrell requested a copy of the letter also be emailed to all Cllrs. Cllrs agreed to discuss the letter in further detail at the next meeting in January

Resolved: Parish Office to email a copy of the letter to Cllrs

Resolved: Letter to be discussed in further detail at January’s meeting

3588     TO DISCUSS GDPR AND POLICIES
3588.1   Cllr Jump expressed her concerns that the Parish Council was lacking in holding sufficient policies, policies need to be in place and visible on the Parish website. Cllrs agreed to discuss GDPR following the exclusion of the public

3589   MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING (DISCUSSION ITEMS ONLY)
Items for next agenda:
Update on blue plaque re Barbara Buttrick

To discuss Memorial Gardens maintenance
To discuss Parish Council website
To discuss Neighbourhood Watch

To discuss how to celebrate the Coronation of King Charles 3rd
To discuss letter from local traders

Exclusion of the Public: The Council will decide if, due to the confidential nature of the business to be conducted, it is advisable that the public and press be excluded at this point


The public left the meeting
3590    TO CONFRIM, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES

3590.1    Personnel Committee Meeting held on 19th October 2022

3590.2    Personnel Committee Meeting held on 27th October 2022


Resolved: That all minutes/notes be adopted as a true record 


3590.3   Further to the Full Parish meeting of 13th October 2022, Cllr Jump wished it to be noted she felt the approved increase of £500 to £3000 for the Deputy Clerk’s authority to spend was too high. Cllr Jump was informed by Cllr Green the increase was necessary for the smooth running of the office in the event of an emergency
3590.4   Cllr Green informed Cllrs the Deputy Clerk continued to do a brilliant job but the office work load is unsustainable for one person. Cllr Green informed Cllrs the Personnel Committee would be meeting in the New Year to discuss readvertising the role of Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer. Currently the Clerk to Skidby Parish Council was assisting in the office one day a week, payment on a pro-rata of the salary of the Deputy Clerk. Cllr Abel continues to provide assistance to the office
3590.5   Cllr Green had been in contact with Ben Wright, ERYC Local Growth Coordinator – there was the potential for the Parish Council to apply for funding towards the employment of a Town Centre Officer, Ben will attend a pre-Full Parish Meeting in the New Year to answer Cllrs questions regarding the funding/benefits of the role 
3590.6   Cllr Jump wished to discuss the recent GDPR issues and wished it to be minuted that she requested Pocklington Town Council be approached to investigate the possible breach of data protection, Cllr Abel informed Cllr Jump no breach had occurred
3590.7    Cllr Jump enquired why Cllrs had decided not to repair the Millennium Clock damage caused by a pellet hole and was advised this was due to the high costs, the clock is still in working order


There was no other business and the Meeting closed at 8.45pm
Signed ……………….……………………………………. Chairman of the Cottingham Parish Council
The Parish Council Office: 9 The Cottages, Market Green, Cottingham, East Yorkshire HU16 5QG

Tel:01482 847623    E-mail :deputyclerk@cottinghamcouncil.org
Website:  www.cottinghamparishcouncil.org.uk

Chairman: Councillor Ann Abel    Tel: 01482 875489 Deputy Clerk: Nicola Pape   

